OFFICE OF QUALITY EDUCATORS
Summary of State Board of Education ltems
April 19-20, 2007

EDUCATOR LICENSURE
01. Approval to Revise the Licensure Guidelines for Tech Prep Discovery Courses as

recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education,
Cerlification and Licensure Development (cleared APA)

On January 5, 2007 the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification
and Licensure and Development approved the recommendation from the Office of
\ocational Education and from the Research and Curriculum Unit to change the wording in
the guidelines for the way Discovery courses are added to a standard license. The current
guidelines states, “Supplemental endorsement added by Completion of an MDE Approved
course at Mississippi State University". The recommendations asks that we change to
guidelines to state, “Supplemental Endorsement added by completion of an MDE approved
course, module or workshop”,

Rationale:

At the September 15, 2008, meeting of the Cerification Commission, representatives from RCU at
Mississippi State made a presentation to the Commission about the new High School Redesign
Initiative that is being developed through Vocational Education at the Mississippi Deearlment of
Education and Mississippi State University. For several years, students in the 7" 8™ and 9"
grades take Tech Prep courses in Career Discovery, Computer Discovery and Technology
Discovery. The Redesign program will incorporate totally new coursework and new endorsement
codes for teacher certification. These changes will begin with some designated pilot programs in
the 2007-2008 school year. The total statewide implementation is intended to take five years.

The current Discovery training is outdated. All school districts will not have access to the new
Redesigned Initiative courses from one to five years. The department of Vocational Education has
developed updated training medules for current Discovery teachers that will make these courses
more up-to-date until the new Redesign courses can be put into place. Additionally, RCU is
expanding the training from a 3-hour course at MSU to include workshops and modules that can
be offered by other entities.

The department of Vocational Education is asking the Commission to approve the change to

Licensure guidelines that now requires a 3-hr course at MSU to include Discovery training in the
form of workshop and modules.

Backup maternal attached

Recommendation: Approval
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